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1
RECORDING DEVICE AND CONTROL
METHOD OF THE RECORDING DEVICE

The disclosure of Japanese Patent Application Nos. 2012-
189077 filed on Aug. 29, 2012, and 2012-189079 filed on
Aug. 29, 2012, including specification, drawings and claims
is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to a recording device and a
control method of the recording device.

2. Related Art

Heretofore, there is known a system including a recording
device which performs recording using templates previously
prepared (e.g., see JP-A-2012-048415). Such a recording
device performs the recording of a recording material by
disposing data inputted from a control-side computer or the
like according to the templates stored therein.

In the recording device of the related art, it is conceivable to
improve output representation of records, such as a label, by
changing the templates. In this instance, since it is necessary
that the control-side computer or the like outputs the data
suitable for the templates used by the recording device,
changing the template is needed to change software of the
control-side computer or the like. However, since there are
many cases where software is not easily changed, for
example, a case where the computer or the like controlling the
recording device constitutes a complicated business system,
for example, account processing, it is difficult to improve the
output representation of the records.

SUMMARY

An advantage of some aspects of the disclosure is to pro-
vide a recording device capable of easily changing a record-
ing form and a control method of the recording device.

(1) According an aspect of the disclosure, a recording
device includes a recording unit that performs a record-
ing operation, a first storage unit that stores a first tem-
plate associated with a recording form, a second storage
unit that store a second template corresponding to the
first template, and a recording control unit that takes the
second template corresponding to the designated first
template from the second storage unit and gets the
recording unit to perform the recording operation by
using the second template when a recording instruction
containing data designating the first template is input.

According to the configuration of (1), the recording is
performed using the second template corresponding to the
designated first template if recording instruction designating
the first template is input. Accordingly, since a record is
recorded in a different recording form without changing the
recording instruction inputted to a recording device, it is
possible to easily change the recording form of the record.

(2) In the recording device of (1), the first template desig-
nates a recording form of data of a recording element,
and the second template is made by changing data of a
recording element in the first template or by adding data
of the recording element to the first template.

According to the configuration of (2), the recording is
performed using the second template corresponding to the
designated first template if recording instruction designating
the first template is input. Accordingly, since a record is
recorded in a different recording form without changing the
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recording instruction inputted to a recording device, it is
possible to easily change the recording form of the record.

(3) In the recording device of (2), when the recording
instruction containing the data designating the first tem-
plate is input and the second template corresponding to
the designated first template is not stored in the second
storage unit, the recording control unit takes the first
template and gets the recording unit to perform the
recording operation by using the first template.

According to the configuration of (3), since the recording is
performed even though there is no second template corre-
sponding to the designated first template, the second template
corresponding to all the first templates should not be pre-
pared. For this reason, the recording form can be changed so
that the second template is used for only a portion of the first
template. Therefore, limitation on the change of the printing
form is alleviated, and thus the printing form can be easily
changed.

(4) Inthe recording device of (2) or (3), wherein the second
template contains data designating the recording form of
the data of the recording element which is newly added
to the first template.

According to the configuration of (4), as the template used
for the recording is substituted by the template to which the
data designating the recording form is newly added, it is
possible to further widen a range of output representation,
without changing the recording instruction to be input.

(5) In the recording device of (4), wherein the second
template contains data designating a recording color of
the recording element, as the data designating the
recording form of the data of the recording element.

According to the configuration of (5), as the template is
substituted by the template to which the data designating the
recording color is newly added, it is possible to newly desig-
nate the recording color without changing the recording
instruction to be input, thereby further widening the range of
the output representation.

(6) In the recording device of (4), the second template

contains data designating at least one of a position and a
size of the recording element in a recording region of a
recording medium, as the data designating the recording
form of the data of the recording element.

According to the configuration of (6), it is possible to
flexibly change the position or the size of the recording ele-
ment without changing the recording instruction to be input,
thereby further widening the range of the output representa-
tion.

(7) In the recording device of (1), the first template is data
designating a recording form of a page unit, and the
second template is formed by adding data newly desig-
nating the recording form of the whole page to the first
template.

According to the configuration of (7), the recording device
performs the recording using the second template corre-
sponding to the designated first template if recording instruc-
tion designating the first template is input. Accordingly, since
a record is recorded in a different recording form without
changing the recording instruction inputted to the recording
device, itis possible to easily change the recording form of the
record.

(8) In the recording device of (7), when the recording
instruction containing the data designating the first tem-
plate is input and the second template corresponding to
the designated first template is not stored in the second
storage unit, the recording control unit takes the first
template and gets the recording unit to perform the
recording operation by using the first template.



US 9,092,721 B2

3

According to the configuration of (8), since the recording is
performed even though there is no second template corre-
sponding to the designated first template, the second template
corresponding to all the first templates should not be pre-
pared. For this reason, the recording form can be changed so
that the second template is used for only a portion of the first
template. Therefore, limitation on the change of the printing
form is alleviated, and thus the printing form can be easily
changed.

(9) Inthe recording device of (7) or (8), the second template
contains data designating a background color of the
page, as the data newly designating the recording form
of the whole page.

According to the configuration of (9), as the template used
when recording is substituted by the template to which the
data designating the background image of the page of the
record is newly added, it is possible to designate the back-
ground image of the record, without changing the recording
instruction to be input to the recording device, thereby further
widening the range of output representation.

(10) In the recording device of (7), the second template
contains data designating a background image for a
background of the page, as the data newly designating
the recording form of the whole page.

According to the configuration of (10), as the template used
for the recording is substituted by the template to which the
data designating the background color is newly added, it is
possible to designate the background color of the record,
without changing the recording instruction to be input to the
recording device, thereby further widening the range of out-
put representation.

(11) In the recording device of (7), the second template
contains data designating a foreground color in the page,
as the data newly designating the recording form of the
whole page.

According to the configuration of (11), as the template used
when recording is substituted by the template to which the
data designating the background image of the page of the
record is newly added, it is possible to designate the back-
ground image of the record, without changing the recording
instruction to be input to the recording device, thereby further
widening the range of output representation.

(12) According to another aspect of the disclosure, a con-
trol method for a recording device including a recording
unit that performs a recording operation a first storage
unit that stores a first template associated with a record-
ing form, a second storage unit that store a second tem-
plate corresponding to the first template, and a recording
control unit that gets the recording unit to perform the
recording operation, includes taking the second tem-
plate corresponding to the designated first template to
get the recording unit to perform the recording operation
by using the second template when a recording instruc-
tion containing data designating the first template is
input.

According to the configuration of (12), the recording is
performed using the second template corresponding to the
designated first template if recording instruction designating
the first template is input to the recording device. Accord-
ingly, since the recording form of the whole page of the record
is recorded in a different recording form, without changing
the recording instruction inputted to the recording device, it is
possible to easily change the recording form of the record.

(13) In the control method of (12), the first template des-
ignates a recording form of data of a recording element,
and the second template is made by changing data of a
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recording element in the first template or by adding data
of the recording element to the first template.

According to the configuration of (13), the recording is
performed using the second template corresponding to the
designated first template if recording instruction designating
the first template is input to the recording device. Accord-
ingly, since the recording form of the whole page of the record
is recorded in a different recording form, without changing
the recording instruction inputted to the recording device, it is
possible to easily change the recording form of the record.

(14) In the control method of (12), the first template is data

designating a recording form of a page unit, and the
second template is formed by adding data newly desig-
nating the recording form of the whole page to the first
template.

According to the configuration of (14), the recording is
performed using the second template corresponding to the
designated first template if recording instruction designating
the first template is input to the recording device. Accord-
ingly, since the recording form of the whole page of the record
is recorded in a different recording form, without changing
the recording instruction inputted to the recording device, it is
possible to easily change the recording form of the record.

(15) The control method of (12) further includes, when the

recording instruction containing the data designating the
first template is input and the second template corre-
sponding to the designated first template is not stored in
the second storage unit, taking the first template and
getting the recording unit to perform the recording
operation by using the first template.

(16) According to another aspect of the disclosure, a

recording device includes a recording unit that performs
a recording operation, a storage unit that stores a first
template using a first command system and a second
template using a second command system and corre-
sponding to the first template, a recording control unit
that takes the second template corresponding to the des-
ignated first template from the storage unit and gets the
recording unit to perform the recording operation by
using the second template when a recording instruction
containing data designating the first template is input.

(17) In the recording device of (16), when the recording

instruction containing the data designating the template
using the first command system is input and the template
using the second command system corresponding to the
designated template using the first command system is
not stored in the storage unit, the recording control unit
takes the template using the first command system and
gets the recording unit to perform the recording opera-
tion.

According to the configurations of (16) and (17), the
recording is performed using the second template corre-
sponding to the designated first template if recording instruc-
tion designating the first template is input to the recording
device. Accordingly, since the recording form of the whole
page of the record is recorded in a different recording form,
without changing the recording instruction inputted to the
recording device, it is possible to easily change the recording
form of the record.

With the configuration of an embodiment of the disclosure,
even though the recording instruction inputted to the record-
ing device is not changed, it is possible to perform the record-
ing using the different recording form, thereby easily chang-
ing the recording form of the record.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of a printing system
according to a first exemplary embodiment.
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FIGS. 2A and 2B are explanatory diagrams illustrating one
example of a template for use in the printing system.

FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an operation
of a template conversion process.

FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a sequence of
the template conversion process.

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating one example
of first and second templates.

FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an operation
of a printing process.

FIG. 7 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a sequence of
the printing process.

FIG. 8 is an explanatory diagram illustrating one example
of first and second templates.

FIG. 9 is an explanatory diagram illustrating one example
of first and second templates.

FIG. 10 is an explanatory diagram illustrating one example
of first and second templates.

FIGS. 11A and 11B are explanatory diagrams illustrating
one example of first and second templates.

FIGS. 12A to 12C are explanatory diagrams of the printing
process of a printer.

FIG. 13 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an operation
of a template conversion process in a second exemplary
embodiment.

FIG. 14 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a sequence
of the template conversion process.

FIGS. 15A and 15B are explanatory diagrams illustrating
one example of first and second templates.

FIG. 16 is an explanatory diagram illustrating an operation
of a printing process.

FIG. 17 is an explanatory diagram illustrating a sequence
of the printing process.

FIGS. 18A and 18B are explanatory diagrams illustrating
one example of first and second templates.

FIGS. 19A and 19B are explanatory diagrams illustrating
one example of first and second templates.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, an embodiment of the present disclosure will
be described with reference to the accompanying drawings.

First Exemplary Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram illustrating the con-
figuration of a printing system 1 according to the embodi-
ment.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the printing system 1 (recording
system) is a system for printing (recording) a label, for
example, and includes a host computer 2 outputting a printing
command as printing instruction (recording instruction), a
printer 3 (recording device), and a template terminal 5, which
are connected to each other via a network 4. FIG. 1 shows a
printer with no printing system 1, for the sake of explanation.
Further, the printing system 1 may include a POS system.

The host computer 2 is a computer composed of a CPU
executing a program, an ROM storing a basic control program
executed by the CPU or data processed by the CPU, an RAM
temporarily storing the program executed by the CPU or the
data processed by the CPU, and a non-volatile memory ele-
ment storing the program or data. The host computer 2 has an
application program 21 and a device driver 23, and outputs
the printing command to put the printer 6 to print. In this
embodiment, a description is given of an example in which
the printing system 1 prints characters or images on a printing
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region of a label paper sheet, which is a recording medium,
with an adhesive material on its rear surface to print a cut
sheet of a label having a desired cut size.

The application program 21 has a function of designating
the template previously stored in the printer 6 and instructing
the printing execution. As described later, the printing system
1 is previously set with a plurality of templates to be used for
printing, and, for example, the templates are stored in the
printer 6. The application program 21 designates the template
to be used for printing. The device driver 23 is a program for
controlling the printer 6, and is prepared corresponding to
hardware specifications and software specifications of the
printer 6. If the application program 21 instructs the printing
execution, the device driver 23 prepares and outputs printing
command which is made of commands of a command scheme
(hereinafter referred to as a first command scheme) interpret-
able by the printer 6. The device driver 23 creates a command
including information about the designated template to out-
put it to the printer 6, if the template is designated by the
application program 21.

The printing system 1 actually does not include the printer
6. The printing command sent to the printer 6 from the host
computer 2 is received and executed by the printer 3. The
printer 3 emulates the function of the printer 6, as described
later. The printer 3 interprets the printing command written in
the first command scheme, and prints the label in a printing
format different from the case where the printer 6 prints. That
is, the printing system 1 excludes the printer 6 in the system
combined with the host computer 2 and the printer 6, and is
alternatively connected to the printer 3. In the printing system
1, there is no need to change the application program 21 an the
device driver 23 of the host computer 2 from the state in which
the printer 6 is used. In this embodiment, a description is
given of an example in which the printer 6 performing mono-
chrome printing is substituted by the printer 3 capable of
performing color printing.

The network 4 is a network capable of connecting the host
computer 2, the printer 3, and the template terminal 5 in a
communicable manner, and is composed of, for example, a
cable LAN or a wireless LAN specified in Ethernet (trade-
mark) standards.

The host computer 2 and the printer 3 may be connected to
each other in a communicable manner via an interface speci-
fied in USB or RS-232C standards. In this instance, one-to-
one communication between the host computer 2 and the
printer 3 is performed in the printing process which will be
described later. In the case where the printer 3 is connected to
the host computer 2, instead of the printer 6, it is not necessary
to change information designating a printer of a communica-
tion destination in the host computer 2, if a network address of
the printer 3 is set by the same address as that of the network
address of the printer 6 before the substitution. Further, in the
case where the printer 6 is connected to the host computer 2
via the USB or the RS-232C, it is not necessary to change the
information designating the printer of the communication
destination in the host computer 2, if the printer 3 is connected
to the host computer 2 by the same connection method. In this
way, it is possible to substitute the printer by the printer 3,
without changing the host computer 2 at all.

The printer 3 includes a printing execution unit (recording
unit) 39 having hardware executing the printing, such as a
printing head or a transfer roller, and a controller controlling
the hardware. The printing execution unit 39 prints the label
paper sheet to output the label.

The printer 3 further includes a control unit 30 controlling
each part of the printer 3. The control unit 30 includes a
template conversion processing portion 31 and a printing
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control portion (recording control unit) 32. The template con-
version processing portion 31 executes a conversion process
of the template according to a demand of the template termi-
nal 5. When the printing command including the command of
the first command scheme is sent from the host computer 2,
the printing control portion (recording control unit) 32 inter-
preting the command of the printing command to put the
printing execution unit to execute the printing (recording).

The printer 3 further includes a storage unit 33 (storage
unit) storing the program or data in a nonvolatile manner. A
storage region of the storage unit 33 is provided with a first
template storage portion 34 (first storage unit) and a second
template storage portion 35 (second storage unit) which are
ableto store the template, and a basic template storage portion
36. Further, the storage unit 33 is stored with a label printing
program 37. The label printing program 37 is a program
operable in a manner similar to the program which is executed
by the controller (not illustrated) of the printer 6, and is used
so that the printing control portion 32 emulates the operation
of the printer 6.

The template is a set of data designating a printing form
(recording form) of the printing medium to be printed by the
printer 3 or the printer 6. In this embodiment, a description is
given of the case where the label paper sheet is used as the
printing medium. The label paper sheet is a paper sheet with
labels, which are cut in a desired size and are applied with an
adhesive material, arranged on a release sheet long in a hori-
zontal direction, and is accommodated in the printers 3 and 6
while being wound in a roll shape. The printers 3 and 6 print
the characters or image of one page on one sheet of label. The
printing form may include attributes, for example, a size of
label, an internal position of label, the number of characters
per one row, the number of lines, decoration of characters, a
font size, a font style, a size of image, a position of image, and
top and bottom or left and right margin. The template is a set
of commands each designating these attributes. That is, the
template includes data designating the printing form of the
data of recording elements (printing element) which are char-
acters or images to be recorded (printed) on the label.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are explanatory diagrams illustrating one
example of the template for use in the printing system, in
which FIG. 2A shows an example of information included in
a template T1, and FIG. 2B shows an example of a printing
image (1 based on the template T1. The printing image based
on the template schematically shows the printing form in the
case where the label paper sheet is printed according to the
template.

As illustrated in FIG. 2A, the template T1 includes a value
of “Label Width” which is data designating a width of the
label, and coordinates of “Home Position” which is the data
designating a reference position. Further, the template T1
includes a plurality of frames (frames al to a4) and data
designating the printing form of character strings (character
strings b1 to b3), as a printing element to be printed on the
label. The frames al to a4 are regions in which the characters
or image can be disposed, and are defined by the position,
shape and size (widths W1 to W4 and heights H1 to H4) of the
frame, as illustrated in FIG. 2A. The printing position of the
frames al to a4 are designated by position coordinates (X1 to
X4 and Y1 to Y4), the origin point of which is the reference
position of the label, in the printing region (recording region)
of'the label. Further, the frames al to a4 are rectangular in the
example of FIG. 2A. The rectangular frames al to a4 are
prescribed in advance so that its width direction and height
direction are printed parallel with a width direction and height
direction of'the label. The position coordinates (X1 to X4 and
Y1 toY4) indicate positions of corners of an upper left side of
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the frames al to a4 in the printing image G1, respectively.
What is disposed and printed on the frames can be designated
by a separate command. Further, an empty frame may exist in
the frames defined by the template T1, and, in this instance,
nothing is printed in the region of the frame.

In the example of FIGS. 2A and 2B, the images are dis-
posed in the frames al to a4. Since the frames al to a4 is
rectangular, the rectangular images are printed in the regions
of frames al to a4 in the printing image G1 of FIG. 2B.

The template T1 may include data of character strings b1 to
b3 to be printed on the label, and data designating the printing
form of each character string. The example of FIG. 2A
includes data of characters “OQO0O0O”, “AAAA”, and
“O000” included in the character strings for the character
strings bl to b3, data designating printing positions (position
coordinates X5to X7 and Y5 toY7) as the printing form of the
character strings b1 to b3, and data designating font sizes fs1
to fs3.

Further, the contents of the template illustrated in FIGS. 2A
and 2B can be dynamically changed. That is, it is possible to
insert and print characters or images in the frames contained
in the existing template, orto add and print other characters or
images at a position which is not defined by the frame or the
character string in the template.

The first template storage portion 34 of the printer 3 is
stored with the first template composed of the commands of
the first command scheme.

The first template is the template illustrated in FIGS. 2A
and 2B which is described using the commands of the first
command scheme. The first template is a template for use in
the printing of the printer 6. For example, when the printer 6
is substituted by the printer 3, all templates used by the printer
6 is copied in the first template storage portion 34.

The second template storage portion 35 is stored with the
second template described by the command which is defined
by the second command scheme different from the first com-
mand scheme. That is, the second template is the template
illustrated in FIGS. 2A and 2B which is described by the
command of the second command scheme. The second com-
mand scheme may contain a command common to or uncom-
mon to the first command scheme. Further, the second com-
mand scheme contains a command regarding to an attribute
which is not defined in the first command scheme, as the
command designating the printing form.

In this embodiment, the first command scheme is com-
posed of commands for monochrome printing, and a printing
color (recording color) of the printing elements is limited to a
black or gray scale. Whereas, the second command scheme
contains a command designating the printing color of the
printing elements to correspond to color printing of 16, 256,
65,536, or 16,770,000 colors. The printing color of the print-
ing elements can be designated using these commands,
except for the black or gray scale.

The second template stored in the second template storage
portion 35 corresponds to any one of the templates stored in
the first template storage portion 34, and is composed to print
the label in a printing form of which at least a portion is
different from the first template. Specifically, the second tem-
plate is a template of which at least a portion of the data
designating the printing elements of the first template and the
attribute of the printing element is changed, added, or deleted.

In this embodiment, the first template and the second tem-
plate are denoted by a name, respectively, and the second
template is denoted by the same names as those of the first
template. That is, the first template storage portion 34 and the
second template storage portion 35 are stored with the tem-
plate of the same name. Herein, for the whole of the first
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template stored in the first template storage portion 34, the
second template denoted by the same name is not necessarily
stored in the second template storage portion 35. For
example, for any one of the first templates stored in the first
template storage portion 34, it is allowed that the second
template denoted by the same name is not stored.

The basic template storage portion 36 is stored with the
basic template which is used by the printer 3 as a template of
default. The host computer 2 outputs printing command
which does not contain the information designating the tem-
plate. If the printing control portion 32 receives the printing
command, the printing control portion 32 arranges the char-
acters or images according to the basic template stored in the
basic template storage unit 36.

The template terminal 5 is composed of, for example, a
personal computer as a terminal device for editing the tem-
plate designating the printing form of the label.

FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram illustrating the operation
of'the template conversion process, and schematically shows
the flow of the data in the printing system 1. Further, FIG. 4 is
an explanatory diagram illustrating a sequence of the tem-
plate conversion process, in which FIG. 4A shows the opera-
tion of the template terminal 5, and FIG. 4B shows the opera-
tion of the template conversion processing portion 31 of the
printer 3. The template conversion process will now be
described with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4.

In the template conversion process, the template terminal 5
and the printer 3 transmit and receive the data to and from
each other. The template conversion processing portion 31
executes, for example, the function of a web server, and the
template terminal 5 executes, for example, the function of a
web client. In this instance, the template conversion process-
ing portion 31 transmits the data of a web page for the tem-
plate process in response to the access of the template termi-
nal 5, and the template terminal 5 transmits a request to the
printer 3 based on the web page. In this instance, the function
of the template terminal 5 may be added to the printer 5.

By manipulation of a user or operation of a preset program,
the template terminal 5 transmits a template demand com-
mand for demanding transmittance of the first template to the
template conversion processing portion 31 of the printer 3
(step S11). The template terminal 5 may demand transmit-
tance of any one of the first templates stored in the first
template storage portion 34, or demand transmittance of all
the first templates. The template conversion processing por-
tion 31 of the printer 3 receives the template demand com-
mand transmitted from the template terminal 5 (step S21).
The template conversion processing portion 31 reads the first
template demanded for the transmittance in the template
demand command from the first template storage portion 34
(step S22), and transmits it to the template terminal 5 (step
S23). As illustrated in FIG. 3, the first template denoted by a
name “Fragile” is transmitted to the template terminal 5 by
way of example herein.

The template terminal 5 receives the first template trans-
mitted from the printer 3 (step S12). As necessary, the tem-
plate terminal 5 exchanges the data of the printing element
(data of characters or data of images) by data of other printing
element, or adds the data of the printing element. In addition,
the attribute which is not defined in the first template is
additionally set (step S13). For example, the template termi-
nal 5 additionally sets the attribute, for example, whether or
not color printing is performed for each data of the printing
elements in the first template.

If the set content of the attribute to be added to the first
template being processed is determined (step S14), the tem-
plate terminal 5 transmits a template preservation command
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for making the printer 3 to preserve a new template containing
the attribute (step S15). In step S15, the template terminal 5
transmits the data (containing the command) of the attribute
to be newly added to the command constituting the first
template to the printer 3 together with the template conver-
sion command. Further, in step S15, the template terminal 5
may transmit it together with the processed first template
which is subjected to the process of setting the attribute. Inthe
case of editing or exchanging the data of the printing element,
the template terminal 5 transmits it together with the data of
the processed printing element.

The template conversion processing portion 31 of the
printer 3 receives the template conversion command trans-
mitted from the template terminal 5 (step S24). The template
conversion processing portion 31 creates and preserves the
second template by the command defined by the second com-
mand scheme, based on the data transmitted together with
template preservation command from the template terminal 5
(step S25). Specifically, the template conversion processing
portion 31 creates the second template which describes the
printing form using the command of the second command
scheme, the printing form being reflected by the attribute
added or changed by the process of the template terminal 5 to
or changed from the printing form of the first template which
is processed by the template terminal 5. Further, in the case
where the data of the printing element is transmitted together
with the preservation demand for the template, the template
conversion processing portion 31 creates the second template
containing the data of these printing elements, and the data
designating the printing form of the data. The template con-
version processing portion 31 denotes the created second
template by the same name as the first template processed by
the template terminal 5, and stores it in the second template
storage portion 35. Accordingly, it becomes clear that the
second template created by the template conversion process-
ing portion 31 in step S25 is the template to be used instead of
the first template processed by the template terminal 5.

Now, the first and second templates in a corresponding
relation and an example of printing images based on these
templates will be described.

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating one example
of the first template T2 and the second template T3 in the
corresponding relation, and shows printing images G2 and
(3 based on the first template T2 and the second template T3.

The printing image G2 based on the first template T2
denoted by the name of “Fragile” has a printing element
which is a rectangular frame a5, a character string b4 of
“Fragile” disposed in the frame a5, and a printing element
which is a character string b5 of “t UP 1. The first template
T2 contains the data of the frame a5 and the character strings
b4 and b5, and the data designating the printing form. In this
instance, the first template T2 is composed of commands of
the first command scheme which designate the printing form
for the monochrome printer 6, and does not contain the data
designating the printing color of the frame a5 and the char-
acter strings b4 and b5.

The second template T3 denoted by the same name of
“Fragile” as the first template T2 exchanges the character
string b4 of the first template T2 by an image a6 attracting
attention to a fragile object. Further, the second template T3 is
added by the data designating the printing color of the image
a6. The printing color may be, for example, a red color suit-
able for the caution. The printing image G3 based on the
second template T3 is formed so that the color image a6 is
printed, while the character “Fragile” is omitted as compared
with the printing image G2.



US 9,092,721 B2

11

As the template terminal 5 converts the first template used
by the printer 6 into the second template described by the
command of the second command scheme which can be
executed by the printer 3, and then prerserves it in the printer
3, the printer 3 can employ the function of the color printing
or the like, which cannot be executed by the printer 6.

FIG. 6 is an explanatory diagram illustrating the operation
of the printing process, and schematically shows the flow of
the data in the printing system 1. Further, FIG. 7 is an explana-
tory diagram illustrating a sequence of the printing process, in
which FIG. 7A shows the operation of the host computer 2,
and FIG. 7B shows the operation of the printing control
portion 32 of the printer 3. The printing process will now be
described with reference to FIGS. 6 and 7.

In the printing process, the host computer 2 and the printer
3 transmit and receive the data to and from each other. In a
case where the host computer 2 and the printer 3 are con-
nected one-on-one via a communication line, such as USB or
RS-232C, the printing process is executed via the communi-
cation line.

As the host computer 2 executes the application program
21 by the manipulation of the user or the operation of the
preset program, the printing process starts. If the application
program 21 creates the printing data of the label and instructs
the printing execution, the printing command contained the
data designating the first template based on the first command
scheme is created and transmitted to the printer 3 by the
device driver 23 (step S31). In this instance, if the data of the
printing element is added to the first template, the data of the
printing element to be added is contained in the printing
command.

The printing control portion 32 of the printer 3 receives the
printing command transmitted from the host computer 2 (step
S41). The printing control portion 32 refers to the data of the
second template stored in the second template storage portion
35 (step S42), and verifies whether or not the second template
storage portion 35 is stored with the second template corre-
sponding to the first template designated by the printing com-
mand (step S43). That is, the printing control portion 32
searches whether the second template having the same name
as the template contained in the printing command is in the
first storage portion 35.

If the concerned second template is not in the second tem-
plate storage portion 35 (NO in step S43), the printing control
portion 32 reads the designated first template from the first
template storage portion 34 (step S44), and proceeds to step
S46. If there is no concerned first template in the first template
storage portion 34, the printing control portion 32 may read
the basic template from the basic template storage portion 36.
Further, if it is verified that the concerned second template is
in the second template storage portion 35 (YES in step S43),
the printing control portion 32 reads the second template from
the second template storage portion 34 (step S45), and pro-
ceeds to step S46.

In step S46, the printing control portion 32 creates the
printing data according to the read template. For example, if
the first template designated in the printing command is
denoted by the name of “Fragile”, the template having the
same template name “Fragile” is read from the second tem-
plate storage portion 35, and the printing data is created. As
described above, the read second template is that the data of
the character string b4 of “Fragile” in the first template is
substituted by the data of the color image (recording element)
as.

In steps S42 to S46, the printing control portion 32 converts
the command of the first command scheme which is the
command scheme of the printer 6 into the command of the
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second command scheme which is the command scheme of
the printer 11, and operates as an emulator for controlling the
recording of the printer 11.

Subsequently, the printing control portion 32 controls the
printing execution unit 39 to execute the printing of the label
based on the printing form designated by the second template
(step S47).

As described above, if the printing command designating
the first template is input, the printer 3 performs the printing
based on the second template corresponding to the first tem-
plate. That is, at the time of printing, the printer 3 substitutes
the first template designated in the printing command for the
printer 3 by the second template, and then performs the print-
ing. Since the second template is a template of which the first
template T2 is subjected to at least one of change, addition,
and deletion, the printer 3 can perform the recording in a
printing form different from the printing form based on the
firsttemplate. For this reason, as the printer 6 is substituted by
the printer 3, the printing form of the label can be easily
changed using the function which is not provided in the
printer 6, without changing the printing command to be out-
put from the host computer 2.

If there is no second template corresponding to the first
template designated by the host computer 2, the printer takes
the designated first template for the recording, thereby imple-
menting the printing even with no the second template corre-
sponding to the designated first template. Therefore, it does
not need to prepare the second template corresponding to all
the first templates. For this reason, the recording form can be
changed so that the second template is used for only a portion
of'the firsttemplate. Therefore, limitation on the change of the
printing form is alleviated, and thus the printing form can be
easily changed.

In addition, an example in which the second template T3 is
contained with the data designating the printing color as the
data designating the printing form of the data of the image a6
is illustrated. The printing system 1 substitutes the template
used in the printing by the second template to which the data
designating the printing color is newly added. Thereby, it is
possible to designate the printing color without changing the
printing instruction outputted from the host computer 2.
Accordingly, it is possible to widen a range of the output
representation, without changing the software configuration
of'the host computer 2. Like this embodiment, for example, as
the second template is used instead of the first template cor-
responding to the monochrome printer 6, it is possible to
widen the range of the output representation by colorization,
without changing the printing command to be input.

The second template contains the data designating at least
one of the position and size of the data, such as the frame a5,
the image a6, and the character string b5, in the printing
region having the label which is the printing medium. For this
reason, since the arrangement and size of the frame a5, the
image a6, and the character string b5 is flexibly changed by
substituting the template used for the printing by the second
template, the range of the output representation can be further
widened.

Although one example of the first and second templates has
been described with reference to FIG. 5 in the above descrip-
tion, the present disclosure is not limited thereto. Another
example of the first templates and an example of a second
template corresponding to each first template will be
described with reference to FIGS. 8 to 12.

FIG. 8 illustrates printing images G2 and G4 each corre-
sponding to a first template T2 and a second template T4
which corresponds to the first template T2. The first template
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T2 and the printing image G2 in this example are identical to
those which have been described with reference to FIG. 5.

The second template T4 is that the printing element of the
first template T2 is added by data of an image a7 attracting
attention to a fragile object, as a printing element, and also is
added by the data designating the printing form (printing
color and printing position) of the image a7. The position of
the image a7 is designated by a position which is not over-
lapped with the character string b4 or the character string b5.

For this reason, the printing image G4 based on the second
template T4 is disposed with the color image a7 which is not
provided in the printing image G2.

The second template T4 illustrated in FIG. 8 contains the
data of the image a7 and the data designating the printing
form which are newly added to the first template T2. For this
reason, as the first template T2 designated in the printing
command outputted from the host computer 2 is substituted
by the second template T4, the image is added to widen the
range of the output representation.

FIG. 9 illustrates the printing images G2 and G5 each
corresponding to the first template T2 and a second template
T5 which corresponds to the first template T2. The first tem-
plate T2 and the printing image G2 in this example are iden-
tical to those which have been described with reference to
FIG. 5.

The second template T5 is that the first template T2 is
added by data designating the printing color of the character
string b4. For this reason, the printing image G5 printed based
on the second template T5 is that the character string b4 of the
monochrome printing image G2 is colored by the designated
color, such as red or blue.

FIG. 10 illustrates the printing images G6 and G7 each
corresponding to a first template T6 and a second template T7
which corresponds to the first template T6.

The first template T6 is that the first template T2 described
with reference to FIG. 5 is added by data (data of printing
element) of an image a8 attracting attention to a fragile object,
and data designating the printing form. The first template T6
is not contained with the data designating the printing color.

Further, the second template T7 corresponding to the first
template T6 contains data designating the printing color of the
data of the image a8.

The printing image G7 based on the second template T7 is
that the monochrome image a8 in the printing image G6 based
on the first template T6 is colorized to form an image a9.

Asillustrated in the examples of FIGS. 9 and 10, the second
templates T5 and T7 are that a portion of the data of the
printing element in the first templates T2 and T6 are newly
added by data designating the printing form which is not
provided in the first templates T2 and T6. According to these
examples, it is possible to further widen the range of the
output representation by using the second templates T5 and
T7, instead of the first templates T2 and T6 designated by the
printing command outputted from the host computer 2 to the
printer 6.

In FIGS. 7 to 10, the second template is that the corre-
sponding first template is subjected to change, addition, and
deletion of the data designating the printing form of the print-
ing element, but the present disclosure is not limited to these
examples.

FIGS. 11A and 11B are explanatory diagrams illustrating
printing images G8 and G9 each corresponding to a first
template T8 (FIG. 11A) and a second template T9 (FIG. 11B)
corresponding to the first template.

The first template T8 of FIG. 11A contains an image 40, a
character 41, and a frame 42 as the printing elements to be
printed on the label. The data of the first template T8 contains
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image data of the image 40, data designating a size and
position of the image 40, and a character code, a font, a size,
and a position of the character 41. Further, the frame 42 is
provided as a frame to insert the characters. The data of the
first template T8 does not contain the data, that is, character
code, of the character to be inserted in the frame 42, but the
frame 42 contains the data designating the font, the size and
the position of the character.

If the first template is used, the host computer 2 outputs
data designating a name of the first template, and data con-
taining the character code of the character to be inserted in the
frame 42, as well as a command of printing command. In the
example of FIG. 11A, the address data can be inserted in the
frame 42, so that the host computer 2 outputs a name “Sum-
mer” of the first template T8, and the address data “123 XX
Street, 12345” to be inserted in the frame 42, as well as the
printing command.

The second template T9 corresponding to the first template
T8 contains an image 50, a character 51, and the frame 42 as
the printing elements, as illustrated in FIG. 11B. The data of
the second template T9 contains image data of the image 50,
data designating a size and position of the image 50, and a
character code, a font, a size, and a position of the character
51. Further, the image 50 is the image data substituting the
image 40, and the character 51 is the data substituting the
character 41. Ifthe image 50 and the character 51 is able to be
disposed in the range falling within the size of the label, it is
not necessary to arrange the image 40 and the character 41 in
the size, the position, and the font, and an arbitrary size,
position and font can be set.

Since the printer 3 is able to perform color printing, the
second template T9 contains the data designating the printing
color of the image 50, and the data designating the printing
color of the character 51.

In addition, the second template T9 contains the frame 52
as the printing element. The frame 52 is a frame in which it is
disposed at the same size and position of the frame 42 of the
first template T8, and a character can be inserted. The frame
52 which is inserted by the same number of characters as that
of'the frame 42 can be printed. Accordingly, if the host com-
puter 2 outputs the data of the name of the first template T8
and the character to be inserted in the frame 42, the printer 3
can print the frame 52 in which the entire characters (herein,
address data) to be inserted in the frame 42 are inserted. In this
way, for the frame in which the data is dynamically inserted or
changed by the data outputted from the host computer 3
together with the printing command, the second template 2
preferably has the frame in which at least the same data as the
first template. Furthermore, the character or image station-
arily contained in the template may be changed in the frame
without deviating from the printing region of a printing sur-
face of the label. For example, if the printing image G8 has a
size occupying the half of the label, the printing size of the
printing image G9 may be set to be the almost entire surface
of one sheet of the label.

Comparing the printing image G8 of the first template T8
and the printing image G9 of the second template T9, the
image al0 and the image al2, and the character b6 and the
character b7 may be largely different from each other. The
character c2 is not necessarily set to have the same font or size
as that of the character c1, and may be set in different font or
size, since the same number of characters should be printed.

The work of preparing the second template using the tem-
plate terminal 5 can be carried out by two methods: a method
of'reading the first template using the template terminal 5; and
a method of preparing a new template without using the first
template. In the example illustrated in FIGS. 11A and 11B,
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the character 41 or the image 40 can be changed by the
character 51 or the image 50 which is largely different from
the character 41 or the image 40. In this instance, it seems that
the method of preparing the new template is easier than the
former method.

In the printing system 1, by the printing command output-
ted from the host computer 2, other data memorized in the
printers 3 and 6 are designated together with the template, and
the printers 3 and 6 can print the designated data according to
the template. FIGS. 12A to 12C are explanatory diagrams of
the printing process.

In addition to the image data or character data of the print-
ing elements and the data designating a printing aspect of
each printing element, the first template can contain a file
name of the image data to be inserted in the template for the
printing. The printer 6 stores, for example, data of an image
al4 in FIG. 12A, as well as the first template. If the first
template designated by the printing command outputted from
the host computer 2 contains a file name “sun” of the image
al4, the data of the image al4 is read, and then is printed
together with other printing elements of the first template.

In this way, the second template corresponding to the first
template is prepared to contain the file name “sun” of the
image al4. In addition, another image al5 illustrated in FIG.
12B may be denoted by the same file name “sun” as the image
al4, and then be stored in the second template storage portion
35. In this instance, characters al6 and 17 and the image al5
of'the image G10 (FIG. 12C) to be printed in practice may be
changed in characters and image different from the original
first template, without changing the printing command and
the data outputted from the host computer 2. Further, like the
above example, since the second template newly contains
data designating printing colors of the characters al6 and 17
and the image al5, it is possible to easily print the colorized
label.

Further, if the data outputted from the host computer 2 does
not contain the file name of the image data, but the first
template contains the file name, as illustrated in FIG. 12B, it
is not necessary to denote the image data to be newly used by
the same file name. The second template storage portion 35
should be stored with the image data of the same file name as
that contained in the second template.

Second Exemplary Embodiment

Next, a second exemplary embodiment will be described
herewith.

In the second embodiment, the same reference sign is
assigned to a component which is common to the aforemen-
tioned first embodiment.

In the first embodiment, the template terminal 5 receives
the first template transmitted from the printer 3. Then, as
necessary, the template terminal 5 replaces the printing ele-
ment data with another printing element data and adds
another printing element data. In the second embodiment, the
template terminal 5 executes the process explained in the first
embodiment and performs change or addition of an attribute,
which is not defined in the first template, designating the
printing form of the whole page.

FIG. 13 is an explanatory diagram illustrating the operation
of the template conversion process in the second exemplary
embodiment, and schematically shows the flow of the data in
the printing system 1. Further, FIG. 14 is an explanatory
diagram illustrating a sequence of the template conversion
process in the second exemplary embodiment, in which FIG.
14 A shows the operation of the template terminal 5, and FIG.
14B shows the operation of the template conversion process-
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ing portion 31 of the printer 3. The template conversion pro-
cess will now be described with reference to FIGS. 13 and 14.

In the template conversion process, the template terminal 5
and the printer 3 transmit and receive the data to and from
each other. The template conversion processing portion 31
executes, for example, the function of a web server, and the
template terminal 5 executes, for example, the function of a
web client. In this instance, the template conversion process-
ing portion 31 transmits the data of a web page for the tem-
plate process in response to the access of the template termi-
nal 5, and the template terminal 5 transmits a request to the
printer 3 based on the web page. In this instance, the function
of the template terminal 5 may be added to the printer 5.

By manipulation of a user or operation of a preset program,
the template terminal 5 transmits a template demand com-
mand for demanding transmittance of the first template to the
template conversion processing portion 31 of the printer 3
(step S51). The template terminal 5 may demand transmit-
tance of any one of the first templates stored in the first
template storage portion 34, or demand transmittance of all
the first templates. The template conversion processing por-
tion 31 of the printer 3 receives the template demand com-
mand transmitted from the template terminal 5 (step S61).
The template conversion processing portion 31 reads the first
template demanded for the transmittance in the template
demand command from the first template storage portion 34
(step S62), and transmits it to the template terminal 5 (step
S63). As illustrated in FIG. 13, the first template denoted by a
name “Summer” is transmitted to the template terminal 5 by
way of example herein.

The template terminal 5 receives the first template trans-
mitted from the printer 3 (step S52). The template terminal 5
performs change or addition of an attribute, which is not
defined in the first template, designating the printing form of
the whole page (step S53). For example, the change or addi-
tion of an attribute, which is not defined in the first template,
designating the printing form of the whole page includes
designation of a background color of the whole page, desig-
nation of a color background image constituting the whole
page, and designation of the color of the printing element
disposed at a foreground inside the page. As necessary, the
template terminal 5 exchanges the data of the printing ele-
ment (data of characters or data of images) by data of other
printing element, or adds the data of the printing element. In
this instance, the template terminal 5 sets the attribute, for
example, whether or not color printing is performed for each
data of the printing elements, as necessary.

If the content of the change or addition of the attribute
which is performed on the whole page of the first template
being processed is determined (step S54), the template termi-
nal 5 transmits a template preservation command for making
the printer 3 to preserve a new template containing the above-
described attribute (step S55). In step S54, the template ter-
minal 5 newly adds a background color of the whole page as
the attribute which is set by the command constituting the first
template. Also, the template terminal 5 transmits the data
(containing the command) designating the attribute which is
newly designated to the command constituting the first tem-
plate to the printer 3 together with the template conversion
command. In step S55, the template terminal 5 may transmit
it together with the processed first template which is sub-
jected to the process of designating the attribute. In the case of
editing or exchanging the data of the printing element, the
template terminal 5 transmits it together with the data of the
processed printing element.

The template conversion processing portion 31 of the
printer 3 receives the template conversion command trans-
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mitted from the template terminal 5 (step S64). The template
conversion processing portion 31 creates and preserves the
second template by the command defined by the second com-
mand scheme, based on the data transmitted together with
template preservation command from the template terminal 5
(step S65). Specifically, the template conversion processing
portion 31 creates the second template which describes the
printing form using the command of the second command
scheme, the printing form being reflected by the attribute
designating the background color of the whole page added or
changed by the process of the template terminal 5 to or from
the printing form of the first template which is processed by
the process of the template terminal 5. The template conver-
sion processing portion 31 denotes the created second tem-
plate by the same name as the first template processed by the
template terminal 5, and stores it in the second template
storage portion 35. Accordingly, it becomes clear that the
second template created by the template conversion process-
ing portion 31 in step S65 is the template to be used instead of
the first template processed by the template terminal 5.

Now, the first and second templates in a corresponding
relation and an example of printing images based on these
templates will be described.

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram illustrating one example
of the first template T2 and the second template T3 in the
corresponding relation, in which FIG. 5A schematically
shows the configuration of the first template T12 and the
printing image G12 based on the first template T12, and FIG.
5B schematically shows the configuration of the second tem-
plate T13 and the printing image G13 based on the second
template T13.

The first template T12 is composed of a command of the
monochrome printing. The first template T12 does not con-
tain the data designating a color (background color) of a
background 51 of a label 50 which is an object to be printed.
The first template T12 is a template used when the label is
printed by the printer 6, and the background 151 is white, that
is, the background should not be printed, since the printer 6
does not perform the color printing.

The first template T12 is data designating the printing form
of the label 150, and contains data 140a and 1405 of a char-
acter input area which is disposed in the label 150 and is
inputted by the character, and image attribute designating
data 141 designating the printing form of the image to be
printed on the label 150.

The character input area is a region in which the character
data outputted from the host computer 2 together with the
command of the printing instruction is inserted. In this
embodiment, a character string “HAPPY” and a character
string “Summer Festival” are output from the host computer
2, and these character strings are input in each character input
area. As a result, as illustrated in the printing image G12 of
FIG. 15A, a character string y1 composed of characters
“HAPPY” and a character string y2 composed of characters
“Summer Festival” are printed.

Data 140a and 1405 of the character input area contained in
the first template T12 contain a command and data designat-
ing a size, a position, and a font of the character. The character
string y1 is printed on the label 150 in the printing form
designated by the data 140a of the character input area, and
the character string y2 is printed on the label 150 in the
printing form designated by the data 1405 of the character
input area.

The image attribute designating data 141 contains data
designating the image to be printed on the label 150. The
image is selected from the images stored in the first template
storage portion 34 together with the first template T12. The
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data designating the image is a file name of the image data, for
example. As illustrated in the printing image G12 of FIG.
15A, the image x5 designated by the image attribute desig-
nating data 141 is printed on the label 150 to form the fore-
ground.

The second template T13 illustrated in FIG. 15B is that
data 142 of the background color is added to the data of the
corresponding first template T12. The data 142 of the back-
ground color is data designating the background color for
every page of the label 150 which is a printing unit. The data
140a and 1405 of the character input area of the second
template T13 may contain data designating colors of the
character strings y1 and y2 to be printed, and data designating
a background color inside the area.

In the printing image G13 based on the second template
T13, the background is colorized by the color designated by
the data 142 of the background color. Further, in the printing
image G13, the character strings y1 and y2 and the image x5
are printed in the printing form designated by the data 140a
and 1405 of the character input area and the image attribute
designating data 141, as well as the printing image G12.

As the template terminal 5 converts the first template T12
used by the printer 6 into the second template T13 described
by the command of the second command scheme which can
be executed by the printer 3, and then preserves it in the
printer 3, the printer 3 can perform the printing using the
function of the color printing or the like, which cannot be
executed by the printer 6, thereby colorizing the background
color on the whole page of the label 150 which is the printing
unit.

FIG. 16 is an explanatory diagram illustrating the operation
of the printing process, and schematically shows the flow of
the data in the printing system 1. Further, FIG. 7 is an explana-
tory diagram illustrating a sequence of the printing process, in
which FIG. 17A shows the operation of the host computer 2,
and FIG. 17B shows the operation of the printing control
portion 32 of the printer 3.

The printing process will now be described with reference
to FIGS. 16 and 17.

In the printing process, the host computer 2 and the printer
3 transmit and receive the data to and from each other. In a
case where the host computer 2 and the printer 3 are con-
nected one-on-one via a communication line, such as USB or
RS-232C, the printing process is executed via the communi-
cation line.

As the host computer 2 executes the application program
21 by the manipulation of the user or the operation of the
preset program, the printing process starts. If the application
program 21 creates the printing data of the label and instructs
the printing execution, the printing command contained the
data designating the first template based on the first command
scheme is created and transmitted to the printer 3 by the
device driver 23 (step S71).

The printing control portion 32 of the printer 3 receives the
printing command transmitted from the host computer 2 (step
S81). The printing control portion 32 refers to the data of the
second template stored in the second template storage portion
35 (step S82), and verifies whether or not the second template
storage portion 35 is stored with the second template corre-
sponding to the first template designated by the printing com-
mand (step S83). That is, the printing control portion 32
searches whether the second template having the same name
as the template contained in the printing command is in the
first storage portion 35.

If the concerned second template is not in the second tem-
plate storage portion 35 (NO in step S83), the printing control
portion 32 reads the designated first template from the first
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template storage portion 34 (step S84), and proceeds to step
S46. If there is no concerned first template in the first template
storage portion 34, the printing control portion 32 may read
the basic template from the basic template storage portion 36.
Further, if it is verified that the concerned second template is
in the second template storage portion 35 (YES in step S83),
the printing control portion 32 reads the second template from
the second template storage portion 34 (step S85), and pro-
ceeds to step S86.

In step S86, the printing control portion 32 creates the
printing data according to the read template. For example, if
the first template designated in the printing command is
denoted by the name of “Summer”, the template having the
same template name “Summer” is read from the second tem-
plate storage portion 35, and the printing data is created. The
read second template is to designate the background color of
the whole page which is the printing unit, on the label 150
which is the object to be printed in the first template.

In steps S82 to S86, the printing control portion 32 converts
the command of the first command scheme which is the
command scheme of the printer 6 into the command of the
second command scheme which is the command scheme of
the printer 11, and operates as an emulator for controlling the
recording of the printer 11.

Subsequently, the printing control portion 32 controls the
printing execution unit 39 to execute the printing of the label
150 based on the printing form designated by the second
template (step S87).

As described above, if the printing command designating
the first template is input, the printer 3 performs the printing
based on the second template corresponding to the first tem-
plate. That is, at the time of printing, the printer 3 substitutes
the first template designated in the printing command for the
printer 3 by the second template T13, and then performs the
printing. Since the second template contains the information
designating the attribute of the background color of the whole
page, the printer 3 can perform the printing in a printing form
different from the printing form based on the first template.
For this reason, as the printer 6 is substituted by the printer 3,
it is possible to designate the background color of the label
150, without changing the printing command to be output
from the host computer 2, thereby widening the range of the
output representation of the label 150.

Further, if there is no second template corresponding to the
first template designated by the host computer 2, the printer 3
takes the designated first template for the recording, thereby
implementing the printing even with no the second template
corresponding to the designated first template. Therefore, it
does not need to prepare the second template corresponding
to all the first templates. For this reason, the recording form
can be changed so that the second template is used for only a
portion of the first template. Therefore, limitation on the
change of the printing form is alleviated, and thus the printing
form can be easily changed.

Although one example of the first and second templates has
been described with reference to FIGS. 15A and 15B in the
above description, the present disclosure is not limited
thereto. Another example of the first templates and an
example of a second template corresponding to each first
template will be described with reference to FIGS. 18 and 19.

FIG. 18A is a view illustrating another example of the first
template and the second template, in which FIG. 18A shows
a first template T14 and a printing image G14 based on the
first template T14, and FIG. 18B shows a second template
T15 and a printing image G15 based on the second template
T15.
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The first template T14 is composed of a command of gray
scale printing, and is denoted by a name “Fragile”.

The first template T14 contains data 140¢ and 1404 of input
areas designating the printing form of the character input area
provided in the label 150, and data (not illustrated) designat-
ing the printing form of the frame to be printed on an edge of
the label 150. The data 140c¢ and 1404 of the input area
contain data designating a size, a position, and a font of the
characters inputted in the character input area, and a com-
mand and data designating printing density of the characters.
In this instance, the characters inputted in the input areas are
characters outputted from the host computer 2 together with
the printing instruction, as described above. In the example of
FIG. 18A, the characters are composed of “Fragile” (charac-
ter string y3) and “{ UP 17 (character string y4). In the
printing image G14, the character strings y3 and y4 are
printed on the label 150 in the gray scale according to the data
140¢ and 1404 of the input area.

The second template T15 is that the first template T14 is
added by the background image designating data 143 desig-
nating the printing form of a background image x6 constitut-
ing the background of the label 150. The second template T15
is denoted by the same name as the first template T14, and is
stored in the second template storage unit 35.

The background image designating data 143 is data desig-
nating the background image x6 to be printed as the back-
ground of the label 150. For example, if the second template
storage portion 35 is previously stored with data of the plu-
rality of images which can be used as the background image,
the background image designating data 143 is data (e.g., file
name) designating one image data from a group of these
image data. In the example of FIG. 18B, the background
image designating data 143 contains a file name “Imagel” of
the image data to be used as the background image x6, and
thus the background image x6 is designated as the back-
ground image. In the printing image G15 of FIG. 18B, the
background image x6 designated by the background image
designating data 143 is disposed as the background of the
label 150. The background image a6 is a color image.

If the printing command designating the first template T14
is outputted from the host computer 2, the printer 3 performs
the printing based on the second template T15 corresponding
to the first template T14. Accordingly, it is possible to print
the colorized background image x6 as the background of the
page of the label 150, thereby widening the range of the
output representation of the label 150.

FIGS. 19A and 19B are views illustrating another example
of the first template and the second template, in which FIG.
19A shows a first template T6 and a printing image G6 based
on the first template T6, and FIG. 19B shows a second tem-
plate T17 and a printing image G17 based on the second
template T17.

The first template T16 of FIG. 19A is composed of a
command of gray scale printing. The first template T16 con-
tains data 140e and 1401 of input areas designating the print-
ing form of'the character input area in the label 150 as the data
designating the printing form, and image attribute designat-
ing data 144 designating the printing form of the image to be
printed on the label 150. The data 140c¢ and 1404 of the input
area contain data designating a size, a position, and a font of
the characters, like the data 1405 and 140c of the input area.
In the example of FIG. 19A, the characters to be input in the
character input area are “Fragile” (character string y3) and “¢
UP 17 (character string c4) outputted from the host computer
2.

The image attribute designating data 144 is data designat-
ing an image x8 to be printed on the label 150. For example,
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if the storage portion 33 is previously stored with data of the
plurality of images which can be used as the image for the
label, the image attribute designating data 144 is data (e.g.,
file name) designating one image data from a group of these
image data.

The second template T17 is that the first template T16 is
newly added by a foreground attribute designating data 145
designating the printing color of the printing element, such as
an image x8 and characters y3 and y4 which constitute the
foreground. In other words, the foreground attribute desig-
nating data 145 is data designating the foreground color of the
label 150 in a lump. The foreground attribute designating data
145 may be data designating one color in the whole page, or
data designating the plurality of different colors for every
portion. If the second template T17 is used, it is possible to
print the characters y3 and y4 or the image x8 in color, like the
printing image G17 of FIG. 19B.

Preferred embodiments of the disclosure have been
described above, but the present disclosure is not limited
thereto. For example, although the above embodiment has
been explained in which the second template stored in the
second template storage portion 35 provided in the printer 3 is
denoted by the same name as the corresponding first template
to make the first template correspond to the second template,
the present disclosure is not limited thereto. The information
defining the correspondence between the first template and
the second template may be stored in the storage unit 33 or
other storage units. In this instance, the printing control por-
tion 32 selects the second template corresponding to the first
template designated by the printing command sent from the
host computer 2 on the basis of the information, and it is not
necessary to make the names of the templates same.

Further, in the above embodiments, for example, it has
been described the configuration of taking the first template
from the first template storage portion 34 to create the printing
data if the second template corresponding to the first template
in the printing command is not stored in the second template
storage portion 35. It is possible to create the printing data by
determining whether the first template or the second template
is used by use of the contents of the data sent together with the
printing command, or parameters of the command contained
in the printing command, and then selectively using the first
template and the second template.

Although the above embodiments have been described
using the case where the label is printed by the printer 3, the
present disclosure can be applied to a case where the record is
recorded by using other printing mediums or recording medi-
ums.

In addition, the function blocks shown in each block dia-
gram are achieved by cooperation between hardware and
software, but the specifics of the hardware and software con-
figurations can be determined as desired, and other detailed
aspects of the configuration can be changed as desired. The
printer 3 is not specifically limited to a specific configuration
if it can perform the printing, and can be applied to various
devices, such as a SIDM type printer, an inkjet type printer, a
thermal printer, or a laser printer. Of course, the present
disclosure is not limited to stand-alone devices, and the dis-
closure can obviously be applied to devices that are incorpo-
rated into another device such as an ATM (automated teller
machine) or cash dispenser. The data processing device of the
present disclosure is not limited to the printer 3 including the
printing control portion 32 as the processing unit, and can be
applied to a device which creates the printing data using an
apparatus installed separately from the printer 3.

EXPLANATION OF REFERENCE SIGNS

1 printing system
2 host computer
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3 printer (recording device)
34 first template storage portion (first storage unit)
32 printing control portion (recording control unit)
35 second template storage portion (second storage unit)
39 printing execution unit (recording unit)
T2, T6, T8, T12, T14, T16 first template
T3, T4, T5,T7, 19, T13, T15, T17 second template

What is claimed is:

1. A recording device comprising:

a recording unit that performs a recording operation;

a first storage unit that stores a first template associated

with a recording form;

a second storage unit that store a second template corre-

sponding to the first template; and

a recording control unit that takes the second template

corresponding to the designated first template from the
second storage unit and gets the recording unit to per-
form the recording operation by using the second tem-
plate when a recording instruction containing data des-
ignating the first template is input, wherein the first
template designates the recording form of data of a
recording element, the second template is made by
changing data of the recording element in the first tem-
plate or by adding data of the recording element to the
first template, and the second template contains data
designating the recording form of the data of the record-
ing element which is newly added to the first template.

2. The recording device according to claim 1, wherein
when the recording instruction containing the data designat-
ing the first template is input and the second template corre-
sponding to the designated first template is not stored in the
second storage unit, the recording control unit takes the first
template and gets the recording unit to perform the recording
operation by using the first template.

3. The recording device according to claim 1, wherein the
second template contains data designating a recording color
of the recording element, as the data designating the record-
ing form of the data of the recording element.

4. The recording device according to claim 3, wherein the
second template contains data designating at least one of a
position and a size of the recording element in a recording
region of a recording medium, as the data designating the
recording form of the data of the recording element.

5. The recording device according to claim 1, wherein the
second template contains data designating at least one of a
position and a size of the recording element in a recording
region of a recording medium, as the data designating the
recording form of the data of the recording element.

6. A recording device comprising:

a recording unit that performs a recording operation;

a first storage unit that stores a first template associated

with a recording form;

a second storage unit that store a second template corre-

sponding to the first template; and

a recording control unit that takes the second template

corresponding to the designated first template from the
second storage unit and gets the recording unit to per-
form the recording operation by using the second tem-
plate when a recording instruction containing data des-
ignating the first template is input, wherein the first
template is data designating a recording form of a page
unit, and the second template is formed by adding data
newly designating the recording form ofthe whole page
to the first template.

7. The recording device according to claim 6, wherein
when the recording instruction containing the data designat-
ing the first template is input and the second template corre-
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sponding to the designated first template is not stored in the
second storage unit, the recording control unit takes the first
template and gets the recording unit to perform the recording
operation by using the first template.

8. The recording device according to claim 7, wherein the
second template contains data designating a background
color of the page, as the data newly designating the recording
form of the whole page.

9. The recording device according to claim 6, wherein the
second template contains data designating a background
color of the page, as the data newly designating the recording
form of the whole page.

10. The recording device according to claim 6, wherein the
second template contains data designating a background
image for a background of the page, as the data newly desig-
nating the recording form of the whole page.

11. The recording device according to claim 6, wherein the
second template contains data designating a foreground color
in the page, as the data newly designating the recording form
of the whole page.

12. A control method for a recording device including:

a recording unit that performs a recording operation;

a first storage unit that stores a first template associated

with a recording form;

a second storage unit that store a second template corre-

sponding to the first template; and

a recording control unit that gets the recording unit to

perform the recording operation,

the control method comprising:

taking the second template corresponding to the designated

first template to get the recording unit to perform the
recording operation by using the second template when
a recording instruction containing data designating the
first template is input, wherein the first template desig-
nates the recording form of data of a recording element,
the second template is made by changing data of the
recording element in the first template or by adding data
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of the recording element to the first template, and the
second template contains data designating the recording
form of the data of the recording element which is newly
added to the first template.

13. The control method according to claim 12 further com-
prising, when the recording instruction containing the data
designating the first template is input and the second template
corresponding to the designated first template is not stored in
the second storage unit, taking the first template and getting
the recording unit to perform the recording operation by using
the first template.

14. A control method for a recording device including:

a recording unit that performs a recording operation;

a first storage unit that stores a first template associated

with a recording form;

a second storage unit that store a second template corre-

sponding to the first template; and

a recording control unit that gets the recording unit to

perform the recording operation,

the control method comprising:

taking the second template corresponding to the designated

first template to get the recording unit to perform the
recording operation by using the second template when
a recording instruction containing data designating the
first template is input, wherein the first template is data
designating a recording form of a page unit, and the
second template is formed by adding data newly desig-
nating the recording form of the whole page to the first
template.

15. The control method according to claim 14 further com-
prising, when the recording instruction containing the data
designating the first template is input and the second template
corresponding to the designated first template is not stored in
the second storage unit, taking the first template and getting
the recording unit to perform the recording operation by using
the first template.



